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Kyrgyzstan Mountain Project

In brief - Kyrgyzstan is one of the poorest Post-Soviet countries, located in central
Asia, bordering China, Tajikistan, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. A combination of
cheap prices and a high number of peaks of 6000-7000m has led to it becoming an
increasingly popular mountain tourism destination. The project aims to develop
ecological and sustainable tourism in these mountain areas along with measures to
clean, re-habilitate and improve trails, shelters and base camp areas.

Project - Kyrgyzstan is one of the poorest Post-Soviet countries and is located in
central Asia, bordering China, Tajikistan, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. Its
combination of cheap prices and the high number of peaks of 6000 — 7000 metres has
led to it becoming an increasingly popular destination for western mountaineers and
trekkers.

The project aims to develop ecological and sustainable tourism in these mountain
areas along with measures to clean, re-habilitate and improve trails, shelters and base
camp areas. The most commonly climbed peak is Peak Lenin with more than ten
travel agencies using its base camp with almost no regard to waste and contamination.
Rubbish including sanitary waste is simply thrown into a crevasse from where it
pollutes watercourses. The project aims to build a collaborative network to directly
tackle these issues.



Organisation — The Association for Intercultural Exchange and Development e.V.
(Verein fur kulturellen Austausch und Entwicklung e.V.) was founded in 1995 to
support projects in developing countries, the Association is an NGO with charitable
status. It’s mission is “To care for intercultural exchange with people from developing
countries and to combat poverty in close co-operation with multinational companies”.
The first projects undertaken by the organisation were in Yemen and Azerbaijan and
involved developing health systems.



